FUR FARMING. /
L
Accurate i{:formation in regard to fur farming operations in Alsska
is“difficult to obtain and of extremely fragmentary character. In many
/!

cases operations are incidental to other work and have been more or less

unsuccessful. The data which the Bureau of Fisheries publishes is obtained

m fromxxEpExEsxsLxspaxatyxsx correspondence with fur farmers and
TSRS eatent from reports of XEEEXEsaxfakivss employees in Alaska.
The Bureau has no direct jurisdiction over fur farming operations, other
than the enforcement of the law and regulations for the protection of fur-
bearing animals in Alaska. A number of islands, however, are availsble
for lease by the Department of Commerce for fox propagation purpcses.
Infsrmagisn |

George L. Morrisbn of Hot Springs reports that considerable loss oc-
curred in his operations in the spring of 1918 because cf a disastrous
flcod, in consequence of which only 33 silver pups were raised from the
stock of 29 pairs of silvers and 1 pair of coosses retained in 1°17.
It was the intention to take ®&x the pelts of 25 of the silvers this season.

oo 0 1, a~d
Tre foxes are kept in 60 corrals, 30‘/‘- 27 by 271\ and 30)“6 by 2’7*!:3'; Mr.

Morrison leased his ranch in the fall of 1918 mkxxxtkaximks and intended

to enter military service.

W. H. Newton, of Healdy River, post office Richardson, continued
with
operations kaa twe pairs of foxes. One litter of six was raised. ¥z
retained

EEEEXEBELIEXANIBXIsxnE e xKapErxxaxsxxs He has /\4 pairs all reared in cap=-

ticity, and hopes for better success as they are docile and almost
L)
f

cocked
domesticated. It was stated that he fcecxaf’ Jah and vegetatles  Mr. Newton

— T . . .

considers the Imsexisx locality ifeal for fur farming as the food is se-
cured with a minimum of effort and fmm will stay frozen all winter without

spoiling. He alsc contemplates experimenting with marten.
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F. Berry, Homer iia Seldovia, is undertaking fox farming in partner- i;%j

ship with Dr. E. F. German of Anchorage. They have one pair of silver-
" black foxes and expect to increase the stock and alsc to secure mink.
Sholin Brothers & Company, of Homer, report satisfactory progress
in fur farming. Operations were begun in 1915 witk 3 pairs of silver-
black foxes; there was no increase in 1916, but in 1217 there were two
litters of 5 each which were raised successfully. Sixteen pups were
successfully reared in 1918. Three pairs of young foxes have been scld
faxxkxsadingxpuEpasasy and they retained 12 pairs,for breeding purposes.
The pens are about 36 by 40 feet, with log houael‘and dens inside. Cooked
fieh mixed with corn meal, etc., and rabbits and ﬁaat scraps are fed.
James McPherson of Ellamar has blue foxes on Peak and Naked Islands

in Prince William Sound. The foxes run wild on the islands smd~Xkxiw-
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the exact number kﬁ'no; known. »;nziﬂiﬂnifbxmltl were t’k°$4 The prin-
1 '

cipal food is fish of warious kinds.



S Shipments of Furs

Bears:
Rlack . .
Brown . .

Glacier .

Grizzly .
Eeaver .
Ernine . .
Foxes:

Black. .

Blue + .

Cross. .

Hed. . .

Silver gray.

.

.

.

White. « o o
Hare, Arctic .

Lynx. . . .

Voverher 16,

from Alsska in the Fur Year from

1917, to Novenber 15, 1918,

-

.

1164
35

35
T
. 108
. 5,448
. 6
. 706
. 1,651
.11,295
440
4,126
38

7,080

£15.00
12.00
30.%
20.00
z2l.00
1.50

150.00
85.00
50.00
) 28,.00
140.00
40.00
.10

£17,460.00
420.00

1 .Om Q0
840.00
2,289.00
8,172.00

800.00
60,010.00
82,550.00

316,260.00
61,600.00
165,040.00 -

3.80
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¥ 4. B. Somerville xasmxtadxtazx forwarded a misxmzs photograph of

the skins taken from the rgnches operated by him in the Aleutian Islands

p4d WA B
F.eservation.'rh&wd the firstw.u-ng)since the island was stocked in

1912, and resulted in a take of 224 blue and 15 white pelts, which dre u/ 2
statai’i sold for $14,000,greee.

S. Applegate of Berkeley, Calif., maintainl;f;;x ranches on Samalga
Okliuga/ and Skagul Islande, within the Aleutian Islands Reservation.
In regérd to his operations, Mr. Applegate Efmfmx writes as follows:

Quote.

J. D. Jefferson, of Valdez, reports excellent succese with blue foxes
C\w "

" placed on Rimdx Bald Head GhEis Island in 1917. The foxes run at large

on the island but he thinks tiere are about 15 young. None m"knled
for fur. The principal food is fish, with rice, catmeal or corn meal,
cooked, witp occasionally a little raw fish or game. The foxes hewe
thrivad,andi?;éom extremely tame.xsxghxt Mr. Jefferson reports that they
eat ravenously except during the season when the fur is prime.wxmx The
cross foxes placed on the Dutch Group have not been successful and all mExm
Isstxexzspixsnax but one were lost. Mr. Jefferson intends to place blues
on this island and sXxx have a keeper to look after them. He states
that food is plentiful and easily obtained. Ww
EEEZRXEMERFE

Peter Petrovdky of Uyak continued operations on Amook Island with
£x 3 pairs of silver foxes, 1l cross female and 1 bdlue male. Only two
pups were raised in 1918. Mr. Petrovsky does not conlido:l;;ornl method
very esatisfactory on account of the prohibition against the killing of

birde which makes it difficult to get & sufficient variety of food.

-
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‘Joseﬁx Voelkl, 18 Mile Post, Haines, reported that the foxes he

retained Exdxmskxixmd from 1917 had not bred and he had killed all of
them. Five of his stock of minks escaped frpm the pen and he killed
the remainder. He states, however, ‘that he expects to build new corrals
and obtain new stock.

A¥. C. Smith, Porcupine, Chilkat Valley, reported that he has 8 pens
and a stock of 4 pairs of breeders, 3 silver and 1 cross. Two litters
were born in 1918, one of 4 ailv,rn and one of two crosses . | Ha raised. ol
3 of the silvers and 1 cron.z:; The fced given is hou-e scraps, beur meat,4
horse meat, rabbits, owls, eagles, rice, corn meal, rolled oats, and all
kinds of green vegetables.

Rufus D. Blakely of Ketchikan has undertaken the raising of muskrat:

T
in lakes on Bold Island.. w)j!he efforts to stock the lakes with suitable

e —

" \""‘\
plants for food were not very suécoufui/ 'ft m thtmght becasuse of the
condition of the soil which will require considorable expense for proper
the o 8
treatment. It was stated thati_ ﬁaﬁ contemplate further experiments,

&

possibly with marten and foxes, which require different food.

Al“ho

Warden M. J. O'Connom, after a tour of ingection of fox farms in the
. Chilkat valley, expressed the following opinion as to reasons for lack of

success: ~Quote.



Reindeer.

The reindeer herds on St. George Island and St. Paul Island have
continued to increase very satisfectorily. The surplus males furnish
a limited amount of food fep—bhe-messees which takes the place of

y; v

fresh beef to a very large extent., It is pla nned 2t no very distant
timeALnnLhamiuzape«that the islands shall be practically self-support-
ing in the way of fresh meat sappdy from this and other sources.

On St. Baal Islanqkthere were 160 animals, 1nc*uggnp 40 fawns,
qin the sumer of 191“S Two were killed after-thet—dmbe and three

others thu&—wono in poor physicel condition probably died, leaving éhe-
P s '
herd.consisbing-ef a total of 155Aat the close of the calendar year.

On St. George Island there were reported 114 of gll sizes
at the end of the calendar year. This brings the total up to 269
for both islands)as compared with 154 for 1915. 4 total of 20 animals
was used for food on both islands during 1918,

Orva v brd

Since the reindeer subsists during the winter upozb\i—er-e species
of lichens which are of very slow growth and of limited distribution
on the Pribilofs, the Bureau plans to institute an inquiry into the

probable maximum size of herds which can be continually maintained

on each island. WW%&QM 1s_known on
this-subject and there seems-to-be great danger-of-ailowing the Nerds
to_incresse beyond their £00d-supply-which-would-necessartly CEuEe—them
to-perishi-



AKB-MEI
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF FISHERIES

WASHINGTON 4pril 4, 1918,

ALL 10
COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES
WASHINGTCN, D. C.

lemorsnduwn to lir. Bower:

In accordance with your memorandum of liarch 18, 1919, there is
attached herewith an itemized table showing the condition of the
natives' bank accounts at the close of December 31, 1918.

A statement including appropriate data regarding the holdings of
Liberty Loan bonds by the natives is being prepared and will be handed

to you within a day or s0.
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,o§ 48 in previous yezrs, a number of the natives of the Pribilof Islands

have personal funds which are in the custody of the United States Com-

i? missioner of Fisheries as

trustee. These funds are still on depos

it

with the Washington Loan and Trust Company, Washington, D. C. and draw
> interest of 3 per cent per annum, whieh-i€ calculated on monthly balances.
native,wi thdrew all funds which were to her

o5
3 buring the year 1918, one

On January 1, 1918,

credit and the account has therefore been closed.

the balance was $4,454.98. Interest cred

ited

July 1, 1918, amounted to $60.12 and on December 31, 1918, ¢50.70, mak-
ing a total of $l1l0.8Z for the entire yesr. No funds were deposit
during the year and withdrswals amounted to §l,391.15, leaving a bal- K

ance on December 31, 1918, of {3, 174.65, as—per itemized %ebie-belows S5 Ve §

’w etk it it d"J

ed
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Pribilof Islands Natives' Savings accounts in the Custody of the United States Com- -
missioner of Fisheries, as Trustee, December 31, 1918.

Funds of-

Amount. Funds of- ’ Amount.,

St. Paul Island:

Bourdukofsky, Peterececccececcces
Diakanof, suxenia (kirs. C. H.
Hope,..........-.............-
Emanofyf, Alexey? esescsensnssssns
Fratis, Agrifinogececcccscesscesns
Fratis, Akalina«weccececesccvcnae
Fratisg H&rthﬁ-&..ﬁ.-..--.-.-...o
Fratis, OulianaePe.ccccececcacens
GromOff, Iuliania........-.......
Hanson, JohNeseecoescssccecsccccns
Kozloff, Parascovifecccccscscces
KruKOff. Iuletaeecovecvssccccnnen
liandregan, Alexandra keesessscoes
lielovidov, AlfeYeccsasesacscncses
ka].OVid.OV' ANTONecevevossnccsccas
MSlQVidOV, 1088 snnessnncasnsana
lerculieff, DoOSOf@Yeceecovseccsccea
kerculiafi, Makary........-.o-...
Herculieff’ Mariamnaececeescsescss

St. Paul Island-Continued.

5719 Oustigoff, Peterecececcccces
Pankoff, Agrippinaccccecccces
24.25 & Pa-nkoff’ Maria h-o.oooooc-.-
278051P l‘)edj.CK' harina.....u.....nl
87.53| Tetoff, Vikenty leescecocses
516.03 |*St. George Island: }

Merculieff, Pa‘dl Asesosessvsssnsse

Bourdukofsky, Apollon............ﬁ 95,07} Merculieff, Terentyﬁw......q$ 36444 7

23,03 -

222405

40.64 7
.38 "
40.63 7

87.53V den’ Liary.‘......l."...; 272.22/
87.53 Lestenkof, Micha®leeeceesoes 111.27"
401.21 |1 Merculiof, Agrifina.. secssnne 116.58 “
18.20 ¥ Merculiof, JoBepheecsccssecndl 224887
82.91 |7 Merculiof, Polyxenisesesceces 11,877
42.63 ¥ Philomonof. M&ryo&. ®0000.00n 111.76 /’
Q.64 (v Philomonof, Zoya.-r.-.......d 310,57 5
40 .64 Iv Shane, Michapleecoessosscsen 27.95"
3.50 |© Zacharof, Emanuelecescsccecsd =
v
32223 . PoNEkscessnivisessaiss iR
36e44 |7
36644 |v
14,27 |~

(a) Deceased, estate undivided.

(b) Not living on %slands in 1918.




Middleton Island, Gulf of Alaska. = This island mEExizaxakxix

ﬁx&pl is under lease to Joseph Ibach of Cordova, #izsise. The foxes
run wild on the island and the lessees is unable to te2l how many there

are. In 1818 one hundred bPlue foxes were killed.

r»}- CALCAAT™

Little Koniuji Island, Shuma.gin G oup. Andrew Grosvold continued

fox farming Operationl on this island Me-}i-m-ﬂaeeeﬂ—aw
4 ’rﬁr

ttgxxluuxtl» uMh&hAinfomtion with regard thereto 1s availablead(\?‘” .
&

Pearl Island, Chugach Group. = This island was leased from July 1,

was not
1917, to I. D. Nordyke of Seldovia, Adweds, Txa It muﬁm stocked
with foxes as xmkxsmxzxxaumkxaf Mr. Nordyke expected to enter military
service,am& but he reports that arrangements will be made to begin

operations in the season of 1919.

~



Tﬂrough the coqyoration of the office of the Governor of Alaska greater
atﬁentiun hds boen given to the Exfsz nunmfndxm fur-bearing

j(mal work of the Bureau. Twelve /
| 1
\ Through a reciprécal arrangemen t with t.hp Governlng Alaska employets

i

of this Bureau have becn appointed ex officip game wardens, and the Terri-

torilal game wardens and;\ special employees fgr the suppreuion of the liguor
trefkic ax#ong the Indiat;- have been designated special wardens in the Alaska
Service of the Bureau o{ Fisheries without additional compensation. This
by s#&SE8 menbers, as follows:

; Patrick Hamnto@ - Retchikan
; l

increl ea the Bureau's pe%rsonlil in Ales

. ;‘ Martin , game v&urdon at Anchorage, had already been appointed

a opec§iql fur warden at a hominal salary, to succeed a former axp =paxixi
emplomo of similar :tatus.
‘l}xis arrangement was domplet d in July and assistance hu been given

chioﬂ;y in the matter of reporti,hg fiolutiom of the law and regulatioms,

m&?sﬁhuru of 11legally wu}b akins.



DMieleen
Moving Pictures.
In the fall of 1916 the p-rsonnel of the Naval Radio Station on
St. Peul Island purchased a motion picture projector. The Burezu
secured 100,000 feet of films, chiefly of an educationzl and nNewse
pictorial c_haractervalthough o few reels were comedies and dramas.

2
Through informal arrangements the employees of the Kadio £tztion furn-
ished the current and operated the machine. This was installed in the
building known as the inative sho;)i'}and exhibitions were given at regular
intervsls throughout the fall and winter. It is the expressed opinion

of every one concerned that this was, the best investment which had

probebiy ever been made from an educationgl stendpoint for the natives.

w" M‘tm»;w
Throogh. the..swume arrangement films were secured the fall of 1917
N

and exhibitions were given through theﬂmnterémonths with the same
gratifying resultsn}

C;r: thespr:n;;,of 1918) the natives of St. Paul Island opcenised
aneét subscribed funds for the purchase of the machine from the Ré;dio
Sfation employees. Films were proviaed by the Buresu the following
fall in the same mamer as before.

The natives of St. George Island orgaenized in the spring of 1918
and subscribed funds for the purchase of a motion picture projector.

A,
This was sent from Seattle durine. the suwmer and put in oneration in

dov
the fall with films supplied in the same manner as;‘wSt. Paul & oLamal



* Birds. | 1./

The enormous numbers of sea birds which nest on the Pribilof
Islends form one of ths most int;ez;estin.:; spectacles to be found there.
Some of the species have been estimated in millioms.

Meny employees have given the subject a share of attention during
their residence there and the islands have thus come to be better kmown
in this respect than any similar area in ilaska. Collections have been
sent in from time to time and almost withoul exception they contained
some sbecies which ettracted unusual attention. Stragglers arrive from
all directions and a considerable number of them may be expected every
year. The total number of species which breed or are found regularily
in migration is only 45. Bat the number of stragglers has swelled the
list @ 129. Of these no lecs than 14 represent the first recor-;ljs of
the species having been secured in North America. Five others were
originally described from this locality.

Specimens have been collected of all except 6 of these 129 species)

and of those collected the U, &. National liuseum possesses specimens

from the islands of all but one.

‘ The 1ist which follows was originally prepared by Dr. C. W. Rich-

.4
¥
g_ —

"= -4 mond of the National luseum for use on the islands in recognizing s
“,\'f'{-d. : ~thx m w il

- %, other desirable species. It has been added to by

‘3 :ﬂ( # —& 4
-%.‘5"’% after ke compleche study of the last collection he broughi,‘m “&“Cﬂ

i Names have been corrected and slight changes made by Dr. H. C. Ober-
<

Bursan
holﬁer of the Biological Surveye.
»‘f‘m'

While it is impracticable at the present time for any of the Pribi-

] lof employees to devote Atime to the collection of

§



hirds)owing to the shortage of acsistants, the Bureau 4eeé encourages
the preservation of any specimens which may appear strange or which

possess some unusual interect.
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